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President's 


Message 


The calendar indicates that Autumn has arrived; however, step outside and the weather still feels like sum- 
mer; sunny skies and warm temperatures. According to the Old Farmer’s Almanac, for the overall forecast 
we can expect colder temperatures, although not colder than usual. Locally the prediction is a mild, wet 
winter. 


We look to the solar cycle for aid in predicting radio signal propagation. Likewise, the Old Farmer’s Al- 
manac also uses the solar cycle to aid in predicting the weather, particularly the long term forecasts. A re- 
cent Old Farmer’s Almanac article titled “Winter Outlook 2017-2018: Colder than Last Year - Cold 
Weather Is Coming...But How Cold and for How Long?” includes the following statement concerning the 
solar cycle, “One of the most significant relationships we have found is that periods of low solar activity 
are associated with colder temperatures, averaged across Earth’’. 


In spite of a very active hurricane season, the weather for this year’s Hamfest could not have been better. 
We had a good volunteer turnout which saw some new faces along with a large number of Hamfest veter- 
ans which helped to make the day a success. I had an opportunity to speak with several vendors and atten- 
dees; all seemed pleased with this year’s event. Sheldon and Bill will provide all of the details at the Octo- 
ber 4" meeting at the Pfeiffer Center. 


Election time is right around the corner and we begin the process this month with nominations. Organiza- 
tions like the Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club rely on individuals to volunteer some of their time 
to oversee the activities of our club, to make decisions, manage finances and other necessary functions. 
Volunteering to serve as an officer, trustee, or director is a great way to help our club to continue to grow 
and offer quality programs and activities for its members. For anyone wishing to toss their hat into the 
ring, but may have questions, feel free to ask one of the club officers; we will be happy to help. 


Best regards, 


Harry 
K2ATX 


2018 Club Office Seats up for Election at the December 6, 2017 General Membership Meeting 


(1) President 1 Year Term (Current office holder: Harry Elwell, K2ATX) 

(1) Vice President 1 Year Term (Current office holder: Tony Otlowski, W2WCC) 

(1) Treasurer 1 Year Term (Current office holder: Al Arrison, KB2A YU) 

(1) Recording Secretary 1 Year Term (Current office holder: Bruce Canino, KD2LBU) 


(1) Corresponding Secretary 1 Year Term (Current office holder: Ron Block, NR2B) 
(2) Directors 3 Year Term : 

e Current office holders: Chuck Colabrese, WA2TML and Bill Price, NJ2S 
(1) Trustee 4 Year Term (Current office holder: Brian Jones, KD2BXD) 


Nominations for candidates for the listed offices can be submitted at the 
October 4 and November 1, 2017 General Membership Meetings 
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Tech Saturday Forum : October 7, 2017 
0900 to 1200 Hours 


Introduction to NBEMS 


Narrow Band Emergency Messaging Software 


Presented by Bruce Canino, K.D2LBU 
Please bring a laptop or Android tablet for hands-on training 
+++ 


Open Discussion 


Narrow Band Emergency Messaging Software (NBEMS) is an Open Source software suite that allows 
amateur radio operators to reliably send and receive data using nearly any computer (Windows, Mac, and 
Linux) and any analog radio without requiring a dedicated digital infrastructure or specialized modem 
hardware. NBEMS works on both VHF/UHF FM and on HF. 


The Discussion Theme is a QSO starting point - a way to initiate a conversation. All Tech Saturday Fo- 
rums are an open QSO of all subjects of Amateur Radio interest. All questions are welcome as well as a 
venue for members to show off their latest ham radio projects or gadgets. 


All are welcome - hams and non-hams, Club members and non-Club members. Take a guided tour of our 
Clubhouse. View our HF and VHF/UHF Operation Facilities and our vast antenna farm. 


The Tech Saturday Forum is held on the Saturday after the Monthly Wednesday Night General Member- 
ship Meeting. For more information, go to www.w2mmd.org on the Tech Saturday Forum page. 


October 4, 2017 
General Membership Meeting 


Tony Otlowski, W2WCC 


Current trends in Amateur Radio Public 
Service Communications 


Also on the agenda will be a Hamfest Review and the President will take 
floor nominations for the 2018 Club Officers 
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Best Down Jersey DX Picks 
October 2017 


1993 DXPEDITION By Bill Grim, WOMHK 


SEPT-ILES, P.O. CANADA 
WOMHK, K200A, K2TVY 


DIFFICULTY 
DATES HIGHLIGHTS (5=MOST ENTITY 


10/02 - 10/10 | 160-10M/CW, SSB, RTTY/2 Stations 


10/05 - 10/10 Mostly 40M Phone East Kiribati 
Island 
10/10 - 10/17 | 160-1OM/CW, SSB, RTTY/2 Stations a eas 


10/12 - 10/24 60-6M/CW, and FT8 | a Laps 


Saint Helena 
Island 


Sao Tomé & 
Principe Island 


Bangladesh 


10/18 - 10/29 30, 15, 12, 1OM/SSB, RTTY (?) Palestine 


10/20 - 11/01 80-10M/CW, SSB, Focus on RTTY 


10/27 - 10/31 40-10M/CW, SSB 
DX EXTRA - Don’t forget CQ WW DX Contest SSB on October 28 - 29, 2017! Good Hunting! 


Credits : NG3K Announce DX Operations : www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html 


Welcome New Club Members : 


Joseph Everhart, N2CX, who has an Amateur Extra Class license and lives in Brooklawn, NJ. 
Michael Mapes, KC3JJI, who has a Technician Class license (he was a HamCram graduate) and lives in 
Chadds Ford, PA. 


We are glad to have you as members of the Club and hope to see you regularly at Club events, activities, 
and meetings. 
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Southern New Jersey Section Manager’s Report : August 2017 
By Skip Arey, N2EI 


Our Section currently has 1,191 Full Members and 47 Associate Members 


As I submit this report, we are keeping an eye on the movements of Hurricane Irma. Any messages related 
to the storm or necessary action in the Section will be passed on through our e-mail chain as well as on our 
Section Facebook Page: “ARRL Southern New Jersey Section for Ham Radio”. You may also want to 
keep an eye on the “South Jersey Weather Readiness Alliance” Facebook Page. 


The New Jersey State ARRL Convention being held as part of the 39th Annual Gloucester County Ham- 
fest this year on Sunday, September 10, 2017 at the Gloucester County 4-H Fairgrounds. 


The Audubon Amateur Radio Club K2AUD had a successful turn out for “National Night Out” this 
year. They also activated W2H during the International Lighthouse Lightship Weekend. 


The Delaware Valley Radio Association W2ZQ held a celebration of the refurbishment of their Club 
Station. 


The Shore Points Amateur Radio Club W2HRW had a nice write up in the Shore News Today newspa- 
per. 


Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club W2MMD hosted a Ham Cram License Class on June 3, 2017. 


Burlington County Radio Club K2TD activated from the Rancocas Nature Center for the annual 
“NJQRP Skeeter Hunt”. 


A reminder that you have until September 30, 2017 to submit your logs for the Solar Eclipse QSO Party. 
For more information go to: http://hamsci.org/seqp. 


The New Jersey QSO Party will be held Saturday, September 16, 2017 @ 1200 Hours to 2359 Hours and 
Sunday, September 17, 2017 @ 1000 Hours to 1600 Hours. Details can be found at: www.k2td-berc.org/ 


niqp. 


Sadly we had two Silent Keys this past month: Leon J Milcarek WB2DLE and Jack Layton, W9UK 
(K2JKA). 
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SNJ Section Manager’s Report - Continued from page 5 


New Hams in our Section: 

Kostas Sarris, KD2NXA 

Gary L Schellhas, KD2NWZ 

Paul G Gilbert, K.D2NXG 

Meredith R Whiteley, KD2NXF 

Claudia A Pollet, KD2NVP 

Barry S Blackwell, KD2NXH - Now a General Class 
Alexander S Blackwell, KD2NXI - Now a General Class 
Zhiming Wang, KD2NVS 

Bruce F Fletcher, KD2NXE 


License Upgrades in our Section: 
David Gladkowski, KD2DUG to General 


73 de SKIP N2EI 
ARRL Southern New Jersey Section 
Section Manager: Thomas J Arey, N2EI 


n2ei <at> arrl <dot> org 


Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/ARRL-Southern-New-Jersey-Section-for-Ham-Radio 


2017 GCARC Family Picnic 
Saturday, October 7, 2017 
1130 to 1600 Hours 
GCARC Clubhouse 


We'll have the hot dogs, burgers, buns, and standard items like ketchup, mustard, along with paper 
plates, silverware, cups, napkins, and similar supplies covered by the club. 


If you’d like, you can bring a little something extra like a side dish and/or dessert to share with oth- 
ers. 
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Time to contact your Senators 
ys Radio Parig, 

“ad Ce The Amateur Radio Parity Act was introduced in the US Senate on 
July 12, 2017, marking another step forward for this landmark legis- 
lation. Senators Roger Wicker (R-MS) and Richard Blumenthal (D- 


CT) are the Senate sponsors. 


ee 
We 
oi 


The measure will, for the first time, guarantee all radio amateurs liv- 
ing in deed-restricted communities governed by a homeowner’s asso- 
ciation (HOA) or subject to any private land use regulations, the right 
to erect and maintain effective outdoor antennas at their homes. 


The Senate bill, $1534, is identical to HR555, which passed the US House of Representatives in January. 


Full Text - HR555 - Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2017 


ARRL link to contact your Senators : (Editor Note: Enter your callsign after your last name) 
https://arrl.rallycongress.net/ctas/urge-us-senate-to-support-amateur-radio-parity-act 


New Jersey’s Senators are: 
Senator Bob Menendez : www.menendez.senate.gov/contact 
Senator Cory Booker : www.booker.senate.gov/?p=contact 


Who is my United States Senator : 
https://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm?OrderBy=state 


www.arrlorg/news/amateur-radio-parity-act-is-introduced-in-us-senate 


Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club & Urb LeJeune W1UL 
are co-sponsoring an On-Line Amateur Extra Class License Course 


The course is not broadcasted live, but rather delivery and participation is via email. The course 
ends with a review and VE session at the GCARC Clubhouse. Assignments including study sessions 
and practice tests are emailed. The time horizon goal is one subelement, out of 10, per week ending 
the course around mid-December. It could be shorter or longer depending on the pace of the candi- 
dates. The assignments are doable within the candidates own time frame. 


Currently there are 143 registered candidates in 31 states as well as Canada and South Africa. 


There are still a few spots left. Contact Urb W1UL at 609-937-548 with questions or to register. 


73 Urb WIUL —- 67 Years a Ham 
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KB6NU's Ham Radio Blog 


ARRL finally realizes status quo isn’t going to cut it 
By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU 


An item in the July 2017 ARRL board meeting caught my attention. It notes that a committee of staff 
members was tasked with identifying the challenges facing ARRL and possible solutions. The August 3, 
2017 issue of the ARRL Letter ran the following report: 


“ARRL Chief Executive Officer Tom Gallagher, NY2RF, presented the report of six Head- 
quarters staffers who had been tasked with identifying the challenges facing ARRL and de- 
vising feasible solutions. Specifically, the committee addressed market research findings 
that have continued to reveal that only a small percentage of new hams join the League, 
and only about one-half of new hams actually get on the air. 


“The committee began with the premise that the ARRL must act in order to remain relevant 
going forward. It proposed instituting a Lifelong Learning Program to focus on developing 
a clear developmental path for all radio amateurs, from newcomers to established radio 
amateurs. The committee recommended the creation of new programs and services to in- 
crease the knowledge base of newcomers in order to get them active, as well as programs 
to keep experienced amateurs up to date with changing technology and practice.” 


The board meeting minutes were a little more detailed: 


“Mr. Roderick yielded the floor to CEO Gallagher who presented the report of a committee 
of staff members tasked with identifying the challenges facing ARRL and possible solutions. 
The members of the committee - Diane Petrilli, KBIRNF; Norm Fusaro, W3IZ; Becky 
Schoenfeld, WIBXY; Debra Jahnke, KIDAJ; Steve Ford, WB8IMY; and Sean Kutzko, 
KX9X, joined the meeting at 9:20 AM, to present this report. Their findings show the im- 
portance to ARRL of getting newly licensed hams actively on the air and how that relates to 
continued growth of the organization. In order to achieve that goal, the committee pro- 
posed developing a lifelong learning department, which would address the needs of all 
amateurs with the focus being on developing a clear knowledge path for all amateurs. They 
proposed creating straightforward programs and services to enhance the knowledge base 
of new amateurs as well as to enhance their sense of community within the hobby. 


“Another recommendation involved refocusing the priorities of the emergency prepared- 
ness department to address the current trends in public service. 


“A third recommendation was to improve the value proposition of membership. The com- 
mittee proposed doing a survey, which would include test material that is targeted to the 
interests of newer hams. The content would include a strong emphasis on serving communi- 
ties, agencies, and partners; digital communications, and human interest. Projects would 
be simple. The survey would obtain information on new ham’s interests and needs in the 
hobby. The survey would also try to determine the delivery system that might best meet the 
newcomer’s desire for receiving this type information (print, digital, messaging, etc). The 
test material is proposed to be delivered to recipients in fall 2017. 


KB6NU’s Ham Radio Blog - Continued on page 9 


KB6NU’s Ham Radio Blog - Continued from page 8 


“From the committee’s vantage point, the status quo is no longer adequate: we need to 
have a vision of the future and convey it to our current membership [emphasis is 
mine...Dan]. If we do not convey the need to change the paradigm, the ARRL’s relevancy 
will not move forward.” 


The good thing here is that the ARRL finally realizes that there are some serious problems. I’ve written 
about these in the past. I’ve challenged the ARRL to set a membership goal of 25% of the licensed ama- 


teurs in the U.S (www.kb6nu.com/arrl-membership-is-25-asking-too-much). I’ve also encouraged the 
ARRL to play a bigger part in emergency communications research (www.kb6nu.com/go-big-go-early- 


go-fast-smart). 


Unfortunately, it appears that the ARRL is approaching this issue in typical ARRL fashion. That is, work- 
ing on these issues in their little cocoon in Newington and then issuing these statements as if they expect 
everyone to just fall in line. I quote, “From the committee’s vantage point, the status quo is no longer ade- 
quate: we need to have a vision of the future and convey it to our current membership.” That approach is 
doomed to failure. Any “visioning” or strategic planning that doesn’t get the membership involved right 
from the start just isn’t going to work. 


The ARRL HQ staff just doesn’t have the horsepower to pull this off properly. The staff is already pretty 
bare bones, and they still have to publish QST every month, keep Logbook of the World running, process 
thousands of license applications, etc., etc. The only way this is going to be a fruitful effort is if they get 
members - and lots of them - involved in this process. 


If you agree with me, please let your director know. Contact your director and tell him that you want to be 
involved. The status quo of having the HQ staff not working with the membership “is no longer adequate.” 
That's how we got here in the first place. 

Dan, KB6NU, is the author of the “No Nonsense” amateur radio license study guides and blogs about 
amateur radio at KB6NU.Com. You can email him at cwgeek <at> kb6nu <dot> com. 


Director, Vice Director Elections Set in ARRL Atlantic Division 


ARRL members will choose between two candidates for the Vice Director's seat in the Atlantic Division, 
now headed by Director Tom Abernethy, W3TOM, who qualified for re-election. Running for Atlantic Di- 
vision Vice Director are Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, and Lloyd Roach, 
K3QNT, of Bedford, Pennsylvania. Hollingsworth served as FCC special counsel overseeing Amateur Ra- 
dio enforcement. 


Ballots and candidates’ statements for contested elections will be mailed to members of the respective divi- 
sions who are in good standing as of September 10, 2017. Completed ballots must be received by noon East- 
ern Time on November 17, 2017. Votes will be tallied at ARRL Headquarters, and the election results an- 
nounced later that day. 


From The ARRL Letter for August 31, 2017 - www.arrl.org 


AWARENESS MONTH 
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New W2MMD Antenna Rocks! 300 Watts 
By Mark Gottlieb, WA2DIY 


You will find the new antenna to be very precise regarding direc- 
tion. It locks in like a laser beam to a signal but if you are little off, 
in either direction, there is a dramatic reduction in signal. I did hear 
India but there was a pileup. Never heard India with the old antenna. 


Here is what I did while here. All signals were very strong across 
~ the panadapter. 


Special Event Call to Celebrate 


09/23 | 16:02 | HZ87ND 20M _ | 14.287 | SSB Saudi Arabia 67 National Day of Suudi Arabia 
09/23 | 15:17 sc4ovic | 20m | 14.016] CW | JO78fm Sweden ee ne 

Sveriges Sandareamatérer 
09/23 | 15:10 9K2MU 20M | 14.001 | CW Kuwait Murtada Marafi 


Gerald Voorhies 


09/10 | 13:10 | KA2DDN | 40M 7.225 SSB | FM13xe Cicero, NY 
B 


09/10 | 13:15 | W8ZHO | 40M 7.225 SS EN63th Muskegon, MI Muskegon Area 


Amateur Radio Council 


09/10 | 13:32 | KB3SBC | 40M | 7.225 SSB | FN20fj Pennsburg, PA 
09/10 | 13:52 | KB9MIV | 20M | 14.273 | SSB | EM59cd Gillespie, IL 
09/10 | 14:19 | NC3U 20M | 14.276 | SSB | FN20gd | Norristown, PA 


WBOSFT | 20M | 14.27344 EM28qx | Overland Park, KS William Becknell Heritage 
Days Amateur Radio Club 


Walter Skavinsky 
Anthony Pollo 


Salvatore Marandola 


14.27344 EN46lo Ashland, WI Stephen Kacvinsky 
KEONXP | 20M | 14.27344| SSB | EM36jq Branson, MO 
40M | 7.230 SSB | FM29kr Sewell, NJ 


Glenn Bishop 


James Wright 


| When the Frog Eats It 
by Jim Wright, N2GXJ 


4, There was quite the buzz about the Great 

#1 American Eclipse in our August edition of 
Crosstalk. Some of our club members, like Bob 
KD2NEC, Marty W2ILT, and Bruce KD2LBU, to 
name a few, went on great voyages to try and get 
closer to the band of totality. Many more enjoyed 
the partial eclipse spectacle from their own 
neighborhoods. Even in locations where clouds were 
present, the eclipse effects were able to be experi- 
enced. For those that were lucky enough to experience it under clear skies, it was a truly amazing experi- 
ence. 


Like many across America, I was caught up in “eclipse fever”. Never having experienced totality before, I 
teamed up with my brother to chase this one out West, in the place where Cowboys are at home on the 
range, and the familiar song words “where seldom is heard a discouraging word, and the sky is not cloudy 
all day” would hold true for this eclipse view. Of course it was a gamble, but the gamble paid off. 


After a couple days of catching Rockies baseball games, and enjoying mile-high bar hopping in Denver’s 
downtown “LoDo” district during the weekend, it was finally Sunday night - the night before the long an- 
ticipated solar eclipse. Why Denver, when there was no totality anywhere in the state of Colorado? It was 
a practical choice. There was an available hotel there. Hotels to the north in Wyoming and Nebraska, 
where the total eclipse would be, had been sold out since last year. Besides, I’d been told by a former suc- 
cessful eclipse chaser that “clear skies beats duration”, and for that, you need mobility. So we already had 
made plans to drive into the eclipse zone on eclipse day, adjusting where, as needed, based on weather 
conditions. Turned out that was a good plan. 


Pouring over traffic congestion predictions, and hourly national weather service updates for possible 
eclipse viewing locations, we were able to make the night before decision. We’d decided early we’d avoid 
the traffic crush of 25 North from Denver through Cheyenne to the popular advertised viewing site in 
Glendo, Wyoming. Instead, we’d take the longer drive on route 76 north east, in the direction of North 
Platte, Nebraska, and then up to Arthur, or some other area in the eclipse zone in Nebraska. However, 
comparing 10am, 11am, and noon time forecasts city-by-city along the eclipse path revealed a problem. 
The further east one went, the more cloudy it was predicted to still be around 11:40am MDT, the time of 
the total eclipse the next day. So with the help of the hotel’s internet, a new plan was made. The next 
morning, hours before sunrise, my brother and I met up with my brother’s friend Mike, and headed north 
east on route 76, as planned, but exited early in Fort Morgan, to start driving north, up through the Pawnee 
National Grasslands, to Scottsbluff, Nebraska. We were not alone in this decision. 


When the Frog Eats It 
Continued on page 13 


When the Frog Eats It - Continued from page 12 


Scottsbluff was in the path of totality, so when we made it that far, I knew we’d be good. Further to the 
north and east, towards Alliance, low clouds could be seen. Though it was still early, and they might clear, 
we didn’t want to chance it. We turned north west, following the path of the original Oregon trail towards 
Wyoming, and increasingly favorable clear skies, all the while staying on roads that would still be in the 
band of totality. 


We came upon a small town and 
logistically decided to make a 
pre-eclipse fuel stop. From there, 
we continued north west along 
route 26, across the border into 
Wyoming, to Torrington, Wyo- 
ming. From there, we made our 
way north to a secret spot we’d 
scoped out on Google maps the 
night before, on a stretch of rural 
road about 15 miles north of 
town. This would be where, if 
everything went exactly right, 
we would be, under clear skies, 
at exactly the right time, to wit- 
ness what some Native Ameri- 
cans once called “nvdo walosi ugisgo” (the eating of the sun by the frog). 


So much for this being a secret spot. Even with no cell phone coverage here in the middle of nowhere, we 
were not alone on this morning. For hours before the event, tourists like us inundated the sleepy small 
towns, and pulled off to park along normally desolate country roads. The locals had never seen anything 
like this before. 


It was a setting straight out of a west- 
ern movie. No trees, grasslands, and 
clear skies with distant views in all 
directions. Soon, it was start of the 
eclipse time. We put on our solar 
glasses and watched periodically over 
the next hour as a bigger and bigger 
bite was taken out of the sun. My 
brother rolled down the car windows 
and popped in a CD of Pink Floyd’s 
Dark Side of the Moon. 


In the last 10 minutes before totality, 
colors around us started getting really 
strange. Through the solar glasses, 
now only a fingernail sliver was left of the once bright sun. Turning our backs to the dimming sun and 
looking towards the buttes in the western distance, like a menacing storm, we saw a wall of darkness rac- 
ing towards us at nearly a half mile per second. And then just like that — it was upon us. With cheers rising 
from us and others up and down the highway, off came the glasses. What a magical sight to behold. 

When the Frog Eats It - Continued on page 14 


When the Frog Eats It - Continued from page 13 


Where the sun once was, a three pointed glowing aura radiated around a black hole in space. Stars came 
out. It got noticeably colder and quiet. Fumbling with our cameras, amazed at what we were seeing and 
experiencing, I was truly God smacked. This is totality! 


A video camera that I’d left running later con- 
firmed we’d been in totality for nearly two and 
a half minutes, but at the time it felt like less 
than a minute. When it was over, we just 
wanted to press rewind and do it again. But, 
alas, that was not possible. We began talking 
right then about where we’d be trying to chase 
the next one, 7 years from now, in 2024. 


Darkness racing towards us 
In darkness with the sunlight on the horizon 


Totality! 


Turns out we had plenty of time to talk about it on the way home. After getting back on the main highway 
towards town, we quickly became stuck in a massive traffic jam. We didn’t fully realize how many people 
had made this a three day weekend - driving up into this area all day on Friday, Saturday, Sunday, and 
then on Monday morning, just to all try and head back towards Denver at exactly the same time when the 
eclipse was over. It took us a miserable 7.5 hours to get back to the hotel, only 200 miles away. Good 
thing that we had fueled up and had plenty of day-old doughnuts and water left to drink in the car. A les- 
son learned, and something to watch out for next time! 
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DA’s and DIT’s 


Gary Reed, N2QEE, reports that the September 10, 2017 Hamfest VE session had 15 candidates with : 
(2) Upgrades to Amateur Extra Class 

(6) Upgrades to General Class 

(3) New Technician Class 

There were no candidates at the September 14"" VE session. 


GCARC still has the following antennas for sale: 

Mosley PRO-57-B-30 Multiband Yagi : It lists for $1950, was asking $500, Now $350. 
Mosley PRO-67-C-3 Multiband Yagi : It lists for $2780, was asking $1500, Now $850. 
M’ 6M7JHV 6 Meter Yagi : It lists for $525, was asking $325, Now $275. 

Contact Al, KB2AYU at : kb2ayu <at> comcast <dot> net 


Congratulations to the following Club members: 

David Wade, KD2NZS : He earned his Technician Class license in August and passed the General Class 
exam in September. 

Neil Nickerson, ex KD2DOO, is now K2NRN. 


Skip Arey, N2EI, reports : 

e SEC SNJ ARES Tony Otlowski, W2WCC, has appointed Gary Paul, K2ACY, as Emergency Coor- 
dinator for Atlantic County. Gary is a person of integrity and skill who is well respected in Atlantic 
County and in the ham community. 

e Bruce Canino, KD2LBU, has been appointed Emergency Coordinator of Gloucester County. 

e The NJ State ARRL Convention was a great success. Many thanks to the hard work of the hosting 
club GCARC (W2MMD). Also thanks to all the other participating clubs who helped make this a 
great event for our Section. 


Urb LeJeune, W1UL, reports : Great Job KC6AOH! I would like to give Bob Fields, KC6AQH, an 
attaboy for an outstanding job in getting door prizes for the Hamfest. 


Tom Gorman, KE2ES, reports : Cumberland County has turned on its 220 MCC machine at the Cum- 
berland Fire Company in Maurice River Township. Freq: 223.960 MHz (Offset -1.6 MHz, PL 179.9 Hz). 


Gloucester County Department of Health and Human Services has release their 2017 Flu Shot Sched- 
ule. If you are Gloucester County resident, check the following website to find the nearest location to get a 


free flu shot: www.co.gloucester.nj.us/documents/FluSchedule2017final.pdf 


Bill Price, NJ2S, Health/Welfare & Silent Keys chairman : Contact Bill if you know of a current or for- 
mer club member who is recovering from a medical issue or has become an SK. 


The top-level domain (TLD) name '"'.radio" is now available to the radio industry and Amateur Radio en- 
thusiasts, and is reserved for individuals and companies with active interest in the radio sector. For more 
information, go to: www.nic.radio 


Get Yourself a Vanity Call W2HT! 
By Urb LeJeune W1UL $ 2 


Introduction 


When you receive your first call from the FCC it is sequen- 
tially issued depending on the class of your license and your 
call area. If you receive a Technician or General call in the 
second call area it takes the form of KD2NZZ. This is 
called a2 X 3 call, that is, two letters before the number and | 
three letters after the number. If your initial license class is 
Extra Class you will receive a 2 X 2 call such as KA2BB. 


Picking a Vanity Call 


Once you have received your sequentially assigned call you can apply for a call to your liking, subject to 
certain rules. As a generalization, the higher the level of your license the shorter your eligible call signs. 
All classes of licenses can choose a | X 3 call such as W2ABC, the only limitation is that the call you are 
selecting is not currently issued or in the two year grace period. 


The most common | X 3 calls are people’s initials. My wife is Patricia K. Vogel and her call is W2PKV. 
The call of a SK (Silent key) mentor or first name suffix , such as W2JIM, are also popular as are SK 
family members. 


An Advanced Class (No longer issued) holder may select a 2 X 2 format such as NJ2UL, there are some 
limitations as shown in the resource list below. An Extra Class holder may selecta2 X 1,al X2ora2X 
2. Don’t waist you time applying for any of the 1 X 2 or 2 X 1 calls. There are currently none available 
and when one rarely becomes available there may be 20, or more, applicants for the call. When I obtained 
WI1UL in 2012 there were 16 applicants for the call and the situation has become worse. 


You can also apply for the call of a deceased member of your immediate family. It is a special application 
and must be appropriate for your license class. You cannot apply for your fathers 1 X 2 call if you are a 
Technician or a General. 


The next step is determining if the calls you want are available. Go to the first link in the resource section 
below. Build a list of 2 or 3 choices, although I must admit the last three vanity application I submitted 
contained only one choice and all were successful. 


Resources 


FCC lookup by call or name: 
http://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsA pp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp 


FCC Vanity Call Guidelines: 
https://www.fcc.gov/common-filing-task-obtaining-vanity-call-sign#block-menu-block-4 


ARRL Website: http://arrl.org/vanity-call-signs 


Wonderful Vanity Call Data Source: http://ae7g.com/query 


Get Yourself a Vanity Call - Continued on page 17 


Get Yourself a Vanity Call - Continued from page 16 


Actually Filing for Your Vanity Call 


Go to: Online application login: https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp 


FCC Federal 


C« > Communications 
Commission 


License Manager | 


FOC > Wirgless > Licensing > Online Systems > License Manager 


Log In 


Log in to the License Manager to view and manage your licenses and applications, apply for a new license, and perform other license and application management tasks based on 
your FCC Registration Number (FRN). 10-digit FRN is required. 


Mozilla Firefox Extended Service Release(ESR) 52 is the recommended browser for Form 601 applications filed with the purpose of New, Modification, or Renewal/Modification in the 
Cellular, Microwave, Paging, Land Mobile, or Coast and Ground Services. Please contact the FCC Licensing Support Center if you need specific instructions on this installation. 


FCC Registration Number 
Password 
_ SUBMIT 
> Forgot your password? Contact Tech Support 
> Need an FRN? Register with the FCC 
> Not sure if you have an FRN? Check your licenses to determine if they've been assigned an FRN 
> Are you a certified Land Mobile frequency coordinator? Log in using your coordinator login and password 


> Are you narrowbanding a Land Mobile license? Log in using your access code 


Enter your FRN number, password, and just continue on. 
Do You Need Help? 


If the process seems too daunting, or you run into problems, or you would like an easy way to apply for a 
vanity call, I would be happy to file your application for FREE. All I need is your current call, your FCC 
password and a couple of proposed vanity calls listed in your order of preference. If you don't have, or 
don't remember, your FCC password, email with your phone number or call me. I'll get back to you and 
we can discuss the next step. 


73 Urb W1UL urb <at> ham-cram <dot> com - 609-937-5487 


When Urb isn't writing articles for newsletter he is usually for on http: ham-cram.com which is the best 
ham radio license preparation site on the Internet. 


FIRE PREVENTION WEEK 
OCTOBER 8-14, 2017 


firepreventionweek.org 


™ KE2CK Repeater System 
By Jerry Marinacci, KE2CK 


Since 2000, with assistance from Tekk Comm Communications, I 
_} established my first UHF repeater. It was a mixture of old UHF 
mobile radios and other used equipment transmitting at 50 watts. 
Over the years, upgrades have been made and two additional re- 
peaters have been added. 


| The current UHF and VHF repeaters are ICOM IC-FR6000 & 

5000 machines with TX-RX duplexers and 100 watt PA's. The 6 
Meter machine is assembled using Motorola mobile radios, transmitting at 60 watts into a Heliax duplexer. 
The UHF machine's antenna is a Celwave Station Master, 300 feet above sea level. The VHF machine's 
antenna is a Sinclair SC229, 140 feet above sea level. The 6 Meter machine's antenna is a Dominator 6M, 
203 feet above sea level. All repeaters are fed with %" or 2" hardline. All repeaters have emergency 
power back up. All repeaters are associated with the Cumberland County Office of Emergency Manage- 
ment, and may be used by CCOEM during drills or emergency alerts. 


Please feel free to access any of the repeaters when in the area. 


e 53.950 MHz - PL 94.8 Hz 
e 448.125 MHz - PL 192.8 Hz 
e 146.805 MHz - PL 118.8 Hz 


Repeaters : See the tower pictures on page 19. 

The repeaters are located on three separate sites in Cumberland County, New Jersey. The repeaters cover 
most areas of Cumberland, Salem, Atlantic, Gloucester, Camden and Cape May counties. All repeaters are 
equipped with emergency power. All are associated with the Cumberland County Office of Emergency 
Management and available to local Hams, including ARES, RACES and SKYWARN activity. 
Operating Guidelines 

The repeaters are open to all licensed radio amateurs. The only request is that everyone be courteous. 


Please listen briefly between transmissions for anyone submitting their call into the conversation. During 
emergency drills or alerts, please allow CCOEM priority access. 


Repeater Upgrades 


Repeater equipment and site upgrades are a work in process. Comments are welcomed. Please e-mail input 
to Jerry at: ke2ck <at> arrl <dot> net. 


Tech Committee: Tekk Comm Communications 


KE2CK Repeater System - Continued on page 19 


Regional (Atlantic Division +++) Hamfests and Events 


October 1, 2017 : Columbia Amateur Radio Association 2017 CARAFest, Howard County Fairgrounds, 
2210 Fairgrounds Road, West Friendship, MD. www.carafest.org 


October 6 - 8, 2017 : Mt. Airy VHF Radio Club (Packrats) Mid-Atlantic States VHF Conference and 
Mini-Fest, Holiday Inn Bensalem-Philadelphia, 3327 Street Road, Bensalem, PA. www.packratvhf.com 


October 7, 2017 : Bergen Amateur Radio Association BARA Hamfest, Westwood Regional High School, 
701 Ridgewood Road, Washington Township (Bergen County), NJ. www.bara.org 


October 7, 2017 : Red Rose Repeater Association Hamfest, Brownstone Community Park, Talmadge, PA. 
WWwwW.w3rrr.org 


October 15, 2017 : RF Hill Amateur Radio Club Hamfest, Sellersville Fire House, 50 North Main Street, 
Sellersville, PA. www.rfhillarc.org 


October 17, 2017 : Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club RadioFallFest, Davidsonville Family Recreation 
Center, 3789 Queen Anne Bridge Road, Davidsonville, MD. www.maarc.org 


October 22, 2017 : Carroll County Amateur Radio Club Mason-Dixon Hamfest, Sportsman’s Hall Roller 
Skating Center, 15500 Hanover Pike, Upperco, MD. www.k3pzn.net 


Hi folks, Here are three pictures of the eclipse a good ham ra- 
dio friend of mine sent me from California. You can actually 
see some Sunspots in these images. To put things into perspec- 
tive these little spots are bigger than the Earth. 


For you techies, the images were created using Stellarvue 
80mm APO doublet telescope, a Canon 20D, a Thousand Oaks 
Solar Glass filter using Solar 2+ coating, a Baader Hyperion 13 
mm eyepiece mounted on the camera, and all mounted on a 
VIXEN Porta mount & tripod. The camera was set for manual 
operation with the settings set at 200 ISO and the shutter speed 
set at 1/250 second. 


Hope you enjoy, Ray Martin W2RM 
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What’s the connection: Route 66 and our NJ State Convention? 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 


During the New Jersey State Convention, I sat in on a presentation by Steve Ford, WB8IMY, Editor at 
QST. In this presentation, he gave an introduction to the “JT” modes, and the new “FT” mode. Fast for- 
ward one weekend and fellow club member Jerry WB2QEF reminded me of the annual Route 66 event 
that was going on, where special event stations set up all along the route of the original Route 66 to con- 
tact hams from all over the USA and the world, in celebration of this historic American roadway. When 
we spoke, he’d made contacts with 8 stations along the route using just digital modes. 


I didn’t hear much on sideband, so went down to the digital area of the band. Putting to the test Steve 
Ford’s suggestion to try FT8 mode, I did. With this mode I saw Route 66 Special Event Station W6P, from 
St. Louis, Missouri, and was able to complete a contact with them. Very cool! Judging by the amount of 
activity, in a very short period of time, FT8 seems to have become a very popular digital mode! Anyone 
else try this mode yet? 
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United States Coast Guard Auxiliary 78" Anniversary 
By Tom Gorman, KE2ES 


The USCG Auxiliary will be celebrating its 78"" Anniversary during the 
weekend of November 10-12, 2017. Several Auxiliarists across the U.S., 
including myself will be operating on the HF bands that weekend. My spe- 
cial event call sign will be "K2T". 


Special Events are an excellent chance to practice communication skills, 
enjoy fellowship and to introduce non USCG AUX members to the Auxil- 
iary or get Auxiliary members involved with communications. The best 
location for your event station is one that relates to the event we are commemorating, but any well- 
equipped station is a good option. Getting public exposure is always good for your event station. Advertise 
your event station in amateur magazines, websites, Coast Guard Auxiliary sites, club newsletters, QRZ , 
QST, and amateur radio forums. Stations can publish their QSL information and remember to announce 
QSL information often while on the air. You are urged to invite guests to attend your special event station. 
USCG AUX members, Non members, amateurs and even Ex Coast Guard would enjoy participating. Se- 
lect the frequencies in the general portion of each band that work best for your station or current band con- 
ditions. Avoid frequencies that are used for organized nets and avoid conflicts. Don’t worry you can al- 
ways move up or down the band a little to avoid interference. Check all equipment prior to the event. Dur- 
ing the event be courteous on the air and to any guests or other operators. Make sure operators Share the 
mic. Give QSL information often and remember to ID your station every 10 minutes and at the end of each 
contact. If you have newer operators with little experience present, provide a phonetics table, Q signal ta- 
ble, and a frequency chart. Post your station call sign in a prominent place and a short script that includes a 
brief description of the event and the QSL information. Take pictures of your event station in operation 
and get the names of the operators. Send your photos in with your final report, also publish them in USCG 
Auxiliary newsletters and websites as well as amateur radio sites. 


The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Special event radio day presently has 37 HF stations participating from 
the following States: PA, MA, IN, TN, CA, NJ,NH, SC, AL, FL, NY, WA, LA, MI, OR, OH, TX , 
DE, KY , IL, OK. 


Stations will be operating from “ Coast Guard Island — Petaluma , CA. “ www.w6nmce.org and “U.S. 
Coast Guard station Jones Beach”: www.grz.com/db/W2G, along with many other interesting locations. 


Video from Special event stations can be viewed at: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y HCmofX B488 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OT9sDqDrk08 


F WORLD bse 
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Space Bulletin 009 ARLS009 

From ARRL Headquarters 
Newington, CT September 26, 2017 
To all radio amateurs 


SB SPACE ARL ARLS009 FalconSAT-3 Now Open for Amateur Radio Use 


The Air Force Academy satellite FalconSAT-3 is now open for Amateur Radio use as a digital store-and- 
forward system. Built in 2005 and 2006 by cadets and faculty in the Space Systems Research Center at the 
US Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, FalconSAT-3 was launched in 2007. 


The satellite has completed its scientific and training missions, and the Academy now is making it avail- 
able for Amateur Radio use. The Packet Bulletin Board System operates at 9600 baud with a 145.840 
MHz uplink/435.103 MHz downlink. Output power is 1 W, and the downlink is continuously on. 
Digipeating is enabled for live QSOs, but unattended digipeating operation is not authorized at this time. 


Additional information is available on the AMSAT website at, https://www.amsat.org/falconsat-3/ . 


— 


NWS SKY WARN Basic Certification Class 


SKYWARN Class Schedule www.weather.gov/phi/classes 


Please check the SKYWARN Class Schedule website for updates! 
** Seating is limited - Registration is Required** 


October 11, 2017 : 1900 to 2130 Hours - Burlington County, NJ : Burlington County Emergency Ser- 
vices Training Center, 53 Academy Drive, Westhampton, NJ. 


Google Maps : https://goo.gl/maps/9rwsQRH1T4M2 


October 18, 2017 : 1900 to 2130 Hours - Cape May County, NJ : Cape May County OEM, 30 Me- 
chanic Street, Cape May Court House, NJ. 


Google Maps : https://goo.gl/maps/si762i3vy J72 


Click the link below to register for any of these classes: http://bit.ly/2xLfyj8 


QST de W1AW 

ARRL Bulletin 18 ARLBO18 
From ARRL Headquarters 
Newington CT September 15, 2017 
To all radio amateurs 


SB QST ARL ARLBO018 FCC Opens 630- and 2200-Meter Bands 


The FCC has announced that the Office of Management and Budget has approved, for 3 years, the 
information-collection requirement of the Commission's March 29 Report and Order (R&O) that spelled 
out Amateur Radio service rules for the two new bands - 630 meters and 2200 meters. The R&O in PDF 


format can be found at: https://apps.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/FCC-17-33A1.pdf. 


Notice of the action appears in today's edition of the Federal Register. Before using either band, stations 
must notify the Utilities Technology Council (UTC), formerly the Utilities Telecom Council, that they 
plan to do so, and if UTC does not respond within 30 days, they may commence operation. 


The website to notify the UTC is: https://utc.org/plc-database-amateur-notification-process. 


Last March 27, the FCC adopted the 2012 World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-12) 
implementation Report and Order (ET Docket 15-99), amending its Amateur Radio rules to - in the FCC's 
words - "provide for frequency-sharing requirements in the 135.7-137.8 kHz (2200-meter) and 472-479 
kHz (630-meter) bands." 


Section 97.313(g)(2) of those rules requires that, prior to starting operation in either band, radio amateurs 
must notify UTC that they intend to operate by submitting their call signs, intended band(s) of operation, 
and the coordinates of their antenna's fixed location. The new rules do not permit any mobile operation. 


"Amateur stations will be permitted to commence operations after a 30-day period, unless UTC notifies 
the station that its fixed location is located within 1 kilometer of Power Line Carrier (PLC) systems oper- 
ating on the same or overlapping frequencies," the FCC said. PLC systems are unlicensed. "This notifica- 
tion process will ensure that amateur stations seeking to operate [on 630 or 2200 meters] are located be- 
yond a minimum separation distance from PLC transmission lines, which will help ensure the compatibil- 
ity and coexistence of amateur and PLC operations, and promote shared use of the bands." 


The FCC announced that it is making effective immediately the Part 97 rule amendments, Part 97.3, 97.15 
(c), 97.301(b) through (d), 97.303(g), 97.305(c), and 97.313(k) and (1), which do not require OMB ap- 
proval. 


INTERNATIONAL 


COFFEE DAY 


OCTOBER 01 


New Jersey QSO Party 
September 16, 2017 


Call: N2CQ 
Operator (s) : N2CQ 
Station: N2CQ 


Class: Single Op LP 

QTH: SNJ 

Operating Time (hrs): 5.5 
Location: In State/Province 


Summary: 
Bands CWQs PhQs 


Total: 85 Mults: 34 
Total Score: 5,848 


Club: Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club 


Comments: 


CQ Worldwide DX Contest, RTTY 
September 23, 2017 


Call: W2YC 

Operator (s) : W2YC 
Station: W2YC 

Class: SOAB HP 

QTH: NJ 

Operating Time (hrs): 16 
Location: USA 


Summary: 
Bands QSOs _ State/Prov 


Total Score: 571,500 
Club: Frankford Radio Club 


Comments: 


contest club 


2017 Ontario QSO Party 


This will certify that: N 2 & Q 


Has achieved: 


First Place State of New Jersey 


With a Score of 1,800 points 


20 Annual 
Ontario QSO Party 
Thanks for Attending! 


Inaugural CCO Meeting in. 2602 


Element 3 General Class License Question Quiz 


Questions from the Element 3 General Class License Question Pool. This will be regular feature to help 
Technicians upgrade to General Class. Answers on ‘Last Page Calendar’. 


This month we continue with : Subelement G3: Radio Wave Propagation 


G3A11 

Approximately how long is the typical sunspot cycle? 
A. 8 minutes 

B. 40 hours 

C. 28 days 

D. 11 years 


G3A12 

What does the K-index indicate? 

A. The relative position of sunspots on the surface of the Sun 
B. The short term stability of the Earth’s magnetic field 

C. The stability of the Sun's magnetic field 

D. The solar radio flux at Boulder, Colorado 


G3A13 

What does the A-index indicate? 

A. The relative position of sunspots on the surface of the Sun 
B. The amount of polarization of the Sun's electric field 

C. The long term stability of the Earth’s geomagnetic field 
D. The solar radio flux at Boulder, Colorado 


G3A14 

How are radio communications usually affected by the charged particles that reach the Earth from 
solar coronal holes? 

A. HF communications are improved 

B. HF communications are disturbed 

C. VHF/UHF ducting is improved 

D. VHF/UHF ducting is disturbed 


General Class Quiz - Continued on page 27 


General Class Quiz - Continued from page 26 


G3A15 

How long does it take charged particles from coronal mass ejections to affect radio propagation on 
the Earth? 

A. 28 days 

B. 14 days 

C. 4 to 8 minutes 

D. 20 to 40 hours 


G3A16 

What is a possible benefit to radio communications resulting from periods of high geomagnetic ac- 
tivity? 

A. Auroras that can reflect VHF signals 

B. Higher signal strength for HF signals passing through the polar regions 

C. Improved HF long path propagation 

D. Reduced long delayed echoes 


G3B01 

How might a sky-wave signal sound if it arrives at your receiver by both short path and long path 
propagation? 

A. Periodic fading approximately every 10 seconds 

B. Signal strength increased by 3 dB 

C. The signal might be cancelled causing severe attenuation 

D. A well-defined echo might be heard 


G3B02 

Which of the following is a good indicator of the possibility of sky-wave propagation on the 6-meter 
band? 

A. Short skip sky-wave propagation on the 10-meter band 

B. Long skip sky-wave propagation on the 10-meter band 

C. Severe attenuation of signals on the 10-meter band 

D. Long delayed echoes on the 10-meter band 


G3B03 

Which of the following applies when selecting a frequency for lowest attenuation when transmitting 
on HF? 

A. Select a frequency just below the MUF 

B. Select a frequency just above the LUF 

C. Select a frequency just below the critical frequency 

D. Select a frequency just above the critical frequency 


G3B04 

What is a reliable way to determine if the MUF is high enough to support skip propagation between 
your station and a distant location on frequencies between 14 and 30 MHz? 

A. Listen for signals from an international beacon in the frequency range you plan to use 

B. Send a series of dots on the band and listen for echoes from your signal 

C. Check the strength of TV signals from Western Europe 

D. Check the strength of signals in the MF AM broadcast band 


CHERRY VALLEY 


MODEL RAILROA 


LUB presents: 


All Scale 
Swap Meet 


and 
Open House! 


Sat, October 28. 
9am-3pm 

Grace Church - 7 East Maple Ave. 

Merchantville, NJ 08109 


«Shop dozens of tables of trains, accessories, 
detail parts, buildings, scenery & more in: 
O scale, HO scale, N scale, Narrow Gauge, 3 rail 
* See train operating layouts in action! 


Admission is only $5°° | [ijiiiaebooiteon/ehateyeaiaat | 


Follow us on Facebook: 
Cherry Valley Model Railroad 


B facebook 
Dealer tables: $30 first table (incl. 1 admission), $25 ea. add'l table 
For more information contact: John P. Dunn Sr. 

609-432-2871 or email: jdunn8888@comcast.net 


South Jersey Rai! Expo 


Py. 4 at Grace Church 


Atlantic County, NJ West Atlantic City W2HRW/SPARC 443.250 MHz Plus 146.2 Hz 
*Atlantic County, NJ Atlantic City KC2TGB/SCERN 444.65625 MHz Plus Open 
Burlington County, NJ Medford K2AA/SJRA 145.290 MHz Minus 91.5 Hz 

Camden County, NJ Blue Anchor KB2AYS 445.125 MHz Minus 91.5 Hz 
Camden County, NJ Cherry Hill NJ2CH 145.370 MHz Minus 91.5 Hz 
Camden County, NJ Cherry Hill K3RJC/HARC 444.900 MHz Plus 131.8 Hz 
Camden County, NJ Cherry Hill KB2UMJ 446.375 MHz Minus 91.5 Hz 
Camden County, NJ Gloucester City NJ2GC 447.775 MHz Minus 146.2 Hz 
Camden County, NJ Runnemede WA2WUN Plus 192.8 Hz 
Cape May County, NJ Wildwood WA2WUN Minus 167.9 Hz 
“Cumberland County, NJ | Rosenhayn KC2TXB/SCERN Minus Open 
Cumberland County, NJ Millville K2MFW/KB20LT Minus 88.5 Hz 
Chester County, PA Paoli WB3JOE/MARC Minus 131.8 Hz 
Chester County, PA Valley Forge W3PHL/PARA Plus 131.8 Hz 
Montgomery County, PA Horsham K3JJO/DRC Plus 162.2 Hz 
Montgomery County, PA Wyndmoor K3PDR/PDRA Minus Open 
Philadelphia County, PA | — Philadelphia WM3PEN/HARC Minus 146.2 Hz 
Philadelphia County, PA Roxborough W3QV/Phil-Mont 444.800 MHz Plus 186.2 Hz 
Kent County, DE Dover KC3ARC/KCARC 146.970 MHz Minus 77.0 Hz 
Kent County, DE Woodside KC3ARC/KCARC 146.910 MHz Minus 77.0 Hz 
New Castle County, DE Newark W3DRA/DRA 146.700 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 
New Castle County, DE Newark W3DRA/DRA 449.025 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 
New Castle County, DE Wilmington WA3UYJ 146.955 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 
Sussex County, DE Bridgeville W3TBG/NARC 145.210 MHz Minus 156.7 Hz 
Sussex County, DE Lewes W4ALT 443.550 MHz Plus 156.7 Hz 
Sussex County, DE Millsboro WS3ARA/SARA 449.825 MHz Minus 156.7 Hz 
Sussex County, DE Seaford N3KNT 146.715 MHz Minus 156.7 Hz 
Sussex County, DE Selbyville WS3ARA/SARA 147.015 MHz Plus 156.7 Hz 


*New entry or update as of this issue. 


October Birthdays In Memoriam 


Congratulations to our members who are October Birthdays 
celebrating their birthday this month 

Silent Keys: 

Stephen Blasko W2TDS James Doms NOATC 

Harry Bryant AA2WN Keith Drake Sr KB2YBR 

Emil Busko WB2EOR Raymond Falk N2ASX 

James Clark Sr KA20SV Howard Hirst Jr K2QGH 

Harry Elwell K2ATX James Klupar KB8WX 

Robin Herrmann KD2LSH Edmund Kwiatkowski K2QOK 

William Kardas N2BK fewis Pater NOLzs 

Neil Nickerson Sr K2NRN John Stull Jr N2SI (President 1972) 
Preston Weil WA2TSZ 
John (Jack) Zaruba Sr K2ZA 


Our General Membership Meetings are 
broadcast live on Periscope.TV 


If you have an Android or iOS device, go to the app 
store and download the Periscope application. It is 
free. If you don’t have a device, any PC with a web 
browser will let you view it. 


Go to www.periscope.tv. Using the search function, 
search for W2MMD_MMDDYYYY, where 
MMDDYYYY is the month , day, and year of the 
meeting. The October meeting will be 
W2MMD_10042017. 


Crosstalk Submissions 
This is your Club Newsletter. Make use of it. 


If you have stories or photos of your hobby that you would like to share with the Club, please do so! 


We will keep covering all of the GCARC events, but it is also nice to get those personal perspectives 
to include in every issue. Connecting through experiences is what makes the Gloucester County 
Amateur Radio Club a REAL Club. 


All submissions, queries, comments and editorials should be addressed to 
Jeffrey Garth, WB2ZBN at jeff <dot> garth <at> comcast <dot> net. 


Submission deadline for the November 2017 issue: Friday, October 20, 2017 


Club Website www.w2mmd.org 
Club E-Mail Reflector: GCARC <at> Mailman <dot> QTH <dot> Net 
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North American SSB Sprint Contest 
UBA ON Contest, SSB 
Classic Exchange, Phone 


Peanut Power QRP Sprint 
IQRP Quarterly Marathon 
ARS Spartan Sprint 
German Telegraphy Contest 
Phone Fray 

CWops Mini-CWT Test 


432 MHz Fall Sprint 
UKEICC 80m Contest 
NRAU 10m Activity Contest 


SARL 80m QSO Party 
NCCC RTTY Sprint 

NCCC Sprint 

YLRL DX/NA YL Anniversary Contest 
ARRL EME Contest 

GTC CW Cup 

TRC DX Contest 

Microwave Fall Sprint 
Oceania DX Contest, Phone 
Russian WW Digital Contest 
SKCC Weekend Sprintathon 
International HELL-Contest 


California QSO Party 

FISTS Fall Slow Speed Sprint 
WAB HF Phone 

RSGB DX Contest 

UBA ON Contest, CW 

UBA ON Contest, 6m 

4 States QRP Group Second Sunday Sprint 
RSGB 80m Autumn Series, CW 
10-10 Int. 10-10 Day Sprint 
NAQCC CW Sprint 

Phone Fray 

CWops Mini-CWT Test 


October 2017 


0000Z-0400Z, Oct 1 
0600Z-0900Z, Oct 1 
1300Z, Oct 1 to 0800Z, Oct 2 and 
1300Z, Oct 3 to 0800Z, Oct 4 
20002-22002, Oct 1 
0800Z, Oct 2 to 2000Z, Oct 8 
01002-03002, Oct 3 
07002-10002, Oct 3 
02302-03002, Oct 4 
1300Z-1400Z, Oct 4 and 
1900Z-2000Z, Oct 4 and 
0300Z-0400Z, Oct 5 
1900 local - 2300 local, Oct 4 
20002-21002, Oct 4 
17002-18002, Oct 5 (CW) and 
1800Z-1900Z, Oct 5 (SSB) and 
1900Z-2000Z, Oct 5 (FM) and 
2000Z-2100Z, Oct 5 (Dig) 
17002Z-2000Z, Oct 5 
0145Z-0215Z, Oct 6 
02302-03002, Oct 6 
14002, Oct 6 to 0200Z, Oct 8 
0000Z, Oct 7 to 2359Z, Oct 8 
0600Z-1200Z, Oct 7 and 1200Z-1800Z, Oct 8 
0600Z, Oct 7 to 1800Z, Oct 8 
0800 local - 1400 local, Oct 7 
0800Z, Oct 7 to 0800Z, Oct 8 
1200Z, Oct 7 to 1159Z, Oct 8 
12002, Oct 7 to 2400Z, Oct 8 
1600Z-1800Z, Oct 7 (80m) and 
0900Z-1100Z, Oct 8 (40m) 
1600Z, Oct 7 to 2200Z, Oct 8 
1700Z-2100Z, Oct 7 
1900Z, Oct 7 to 1900Z, Oct 8 
05002Z-2300Z, Oct 8 
0530Z-0800Z, Oct 8 
0800Z-1000Z, Oct 8 
0000Z-0200Z, Oct 9 
19002-20302, Oct 9 
00012-23592, Oct 10 
0030Z-0230Z, Oct 11 
0230Z-0300Z, Oct 11 
1300Z-1400Z, Oct 11 and 
1900Z-2000Z, Oct 11 and 
03002-0400Z, Oct 12 


October Contest Calendar - Continued on page 32 


October Contest Calendar - Continued from page 31 


NCCC RTTY Sprint 
NCCC Sprint 
Makrothen RTTY Contest 


Oceania DX Contest, CW 


Scandinavian Activity Contest, SSB 


Arizona QSO Party 
Pennsylvania QSO Party 


FISTS Fall Unlimited Sprint 


PODXS 070 Club 160m Great Pumpkin Sprint 


Asia-Pacific Fall Sprint, CW 
UBA ON Contest, 2m 

Run for the Bacon QRP Contest 
ARRL School Club Roundup 
Telephone Pioneers QSO Party 
Phone Fray 

CWops Mini-CWT Test 


RSGB 80m Autumn Series, Data 
NCCC RTTY Sprint 

NCCC Sprint 

MCG Autumn Sprint 

Araucaria World Wide VHF Contest 
JARTS WW RTTY Contest 

10-10 Int. Fall Contest, CW 
RCB XYL Test 

New York QSO Party 

Stew Perry Topband Challenge 
Worked All Germany Contest 
South Dakota QSO Party 

Feld Hell Sprint 

Illinois QSO Party 

RSGB RoLo CW 

SKCC Sprint 

Phone Fray 

CWops Mini-CWT Test 


UKEICC 80m Contest 

RSGB 80m Autumn Series, SSB 
NCCC RTTY Sprint 

NCCC Sprint 

CQ Worldwide DX Contest, SSB 


01452-02152, Oct 13 
02302-03002, Oct 13 
0000Z-0759Z, Oct 14 and 
1600Z-2359Z, Oct 14 and 
0800Z-1559Z, Oct 15 
0800Z, Oct 14 to 0800Z, Oct 15 
12002, Oct 14 to 1200Z, Oct 15 
1600Z, Oct 14 to 0600Z, Oct 15 and 
sel basicoae ara. Oct 15 
1600Z, Oct 14 to 0500Z, Oct 15 and 
13002-22002, Oct 15 
17002-21002, Oct 14 
20002, Oct 14 to 2000Z, Oct 15 
00002-02002, Oct 15 
07002-10002, Oct 15 
01002-03002, Oct 16 
13002, Oct 16 to 2359Z, Oct 20 
19002, Oct 16 to 03002, Oct 17 
02302-03002, Oct 18 
13002-14002, Oct 18 and 
1900Z-2000Z, Oct 18 and 
03002-04002, Oct 19 
19002-20302, Oct 18 
01452-02152, Oct 20 
02302-03002, Oct 20 
16002-20002, Oct 20 
00002, Oct 21 to 1600Z, Oct 22 
00002, Oct 21 to 2400Z, Oct 22 
0001Z, Oct 21 to 23592, Oct 22 
07002-21592, Oct 21 
14002, Oct 21 to 0200Z, Oct 22 
15002, Oct 21 to 1500Z, Oct 22 
15002, Oct 21 to 14592, Oct 22 
1800Z, Oct 21 to 1800Z, Oct 22 
20002-23592, Oct 21 
17002, Oct 22 to 0100Z, Oct 23 
19002-20302, Oct 22 
00002-02002, Oct 25 
02302-03002, Oct 25 
1300Z-1400Z, Oct 25 and 
1900Z-2000Z, Oct 25 and 
03002Z-0400Z, Oct 26 
20002-21002, Oct 25 
19002-20302, Oct 26 
01452-02152, Oct 27 
02302-03002, Oct 27 
0000Z, Oct 28 to 2400Z, Oct 29 


w2mmd.org ai wv Facebook Page 


Membership Bob Fields, KC6AOH 
Publicity Bob Fields, KC6AOH 
Hamfest Sheldon Parker, K2MEN and Bill Price, NJ2S 
Repeater John Zaruba Jr, K2ZA 
Hospitality Jeffrey Garth, WB2ZBN 
Club Site Al Arrison, KB2AYU 
Field Day Al Arrison, KB2AYU 
Nominations Harry Elwell, K2ATX 
Health, Welfare, & Silent Keys Bill Price, NJ2S 

Budget Al Arrison, KB2AYU 
Constitution and By-Laws Ron Block, NR2B 


ARES/RACES Emergency Communications John Zaruba Jr, K2ZA 
Club Publications Jeffrey Garth, WB2ZBN 
License Testing/VEC Liaison Gary Reed, N2QEE 
Programs Tony Otlowski, W2WCC 
Database/Roster Jeffrey Garth, WB2ZBN 
Historian Jeffrey Garth, WB2ZBN 
GCARC Family Picnic Laurie Love, KDZ2EYW 
Foxhunts Jim Wright, N2GXJ 
W2MMbD License Trustee Darrell Neron, AB2E 
Contests Jim Clark, KAZOSV 


GCARC <at> Mailman <dot> QTH <dot> Net e-mail reflector guidelines 
1. No attachments (e.g. pictures, files) are allowed on the reflector. 


2. If you have Club-related pictures that you would like to share, you can send them to the webmaster, he 
will put them on the website and he will send out a general e-mail to all the members. 

3. Otherwise, the pictures will have to be sent to the members’ addresses. 

4. URLs/Hyperlinks are acceptable on the reflector. 

5. Do not send any messages with e-mail addresses in the BCC (Blind Carbon Copy) field. The mes- 
sage will be rejected. Use only the To: or CC: fields. 


6. Members are subscribed to the reflector using the member's e-mail address from the roster database. 
You must use that address when sending an e-mail via the reflector. 


7. If you use another address on the reflector, the message will get rejected or "bounced", because the re- 
flector does not recognize that address. 


8. Whenever a message sent to reflector is rejected or "bounced" for various reasons, the administrator 
has to log-in to the Mailman.QTH website and approve the message. If the admin recognizes the address 
as belonging to a Club member, the message is accepted and passed on to the reflector. 


FYI...If you use Comcast e-mail, you are limited to 100 addresses per message. 


For more information about the e-mail reflector, goto : www.mailman.gth.net 


The W2MMD Repeaters 


Output: 147.180 MHz 
Input: 147.780 MHz 
Offset: +600 kHz - PL: 131.8 Hz 
(Conventional FM plus C4FM Capability) 


On-The-Air - Analog Only 
Output: 442.100 MHz 
Input: 447.100 MHz 
Offset: +5 MHz - PL: 131.8 Hz 


Temporarily Off-The-Air 
Output: 1284.400 MHz 
Input: 1272.400 MHz 
Offset: -12.0 MHz 
PL Tone: None 


The above 3 repeaters are all 
located in Pitman, NJ 
GPS: 39.728481°, -75.131088° 


New BridgeCom Repeater is on-the-air 
Output: 224.660 MHz 
Input: 223.060 MHz 
Offset: -1.6 MHz 
PL Tone: 131.8 Hz 
Location: Sewell, NJ 
GPS: 39.781382°, -75.099963° 


SKYWARN™ Net 
Sunday @ 1945: 147.180 MHz 


Gloucester County ARES/RACES Net 
Sunday @ 2000: 147.180 MHz 


10 Meter Ragchew Net 
Every Thursday @ 2000 Hours 
Check-in on 28.475 MHz or 28.465 MHz 


10 Meter Swap Meet 
2" Saturday of the Month @ 2000 Hours 
Check-in on 28.475 MHz or 28.465 MHz 


Meeting Calendar 
General Membership Meeting 


Wednesday, October 4, 2017 @ 1930 Hours 
Pfeiffer Community Center 
301 Blue Bell Road 
(Main Street and Blue Bell Road) 
Williamstown, NJ 


Board of Directors Meeting 


Wednesday, October 18, 2017 @ 1900 Hours 
GCARC Clubhouse 
Gloucester County 4-H Fairgrounds 
235 Bridgeton Pike (Rt 77), Mullica Hill, NJ 


October 4, 2017 
General Membership Meeting 


Steve Galchutt, WGOAT 
Video chat about SOTA 
adventures 


V:P0dED *V:E0AED 
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Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club - P. O. Box 370 - Pitman, NJ 08071 


CrossTalk 


October 2017 


